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Mr Siniša Hajdaš Dončić 
Minister of Maritime Affairs, Transport and Infrastructure 
By email: minister@mppi.hr  
 

 Brussels, 13 May 2013 
 
 
Dear Mr Siniša Hajdaš Dončić, 
 
RE: ETF calls the Croatian government to respect and comply with the European Social 
Charter 
 
On behalf of more than 2.4 million transport workers and more than 840,000 railway workers 
from 41 European countries and over 240 trade unions represented by the European Transport 
Workers’ Federation (ETF), I express our support to the strike and protest march taking place 
on 15 May 2013 and called by the Croatian ETF affiliates, the Railroad Engineer Trade Union of 
Croatia and the Railway Workers’ Trade Union of Croatia. 
 
The ETF hereby expresses its deep concerns with regard to the news received from its Croatian 
affiliates about your administration’s lack of response to the numerous attempts from the above 
mentioned unions, over the past 1.5 years, to set up a dialogue between the Croatian 
administrations and trade union representatives. Moreover, the ETF also learnt that the Social 
Council in the railway sector, established one year ago with the support from the Croatian 
Ministry of Labour and Pension System, has never been active due to the employers’ refusal to 
nominate their representatives after the former railway companies had been dissolved.  
 
Croatia, being in the final stage of EU accession and having ratified the relevant ILO 
Conventions and the European Social Charter which guarantees social and economic human 
rights, is expected to demonstrate its commitment to comply with the legislations and 
obligations that come together with becoming an EU member state. Guaranteeing and actively 
engaging in a meaningful social dialogue is one of those obligations.  
 
The ETF will not omit to report to the relevant EU institutions about this breach of international 
commitments taken by the Croatian administrations. The ETF publicly expresses its solidarity 
and support to all legal actions undertaken by its Croatian affiliates in order to ensure the best 
possible representation of their members via meaningful social dialogue. We will monitor the 
developments closely and denounce all attempts to prevent our affiliates to fully exercise their 
rights. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Eduardo CHAGAS 
ETF General Secretary 
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